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History of the Research of Mordvinian Place Names

controversial questions of the history of thisitery so it is not

accidental that etymological questions play an irtgd role in
Mordvinian toponymy. However, it occurs many timggt attempts at
explaining etymologies should not be accepted witltme criticism. These
attempts frequently stick to the level of folk egglogy and do not pay
attention to the facts of the history of Finno-dganguages, the rules of the
Russian adaptation of Mordvinian names, differenibesveen Erza and
Moksha as well as phonological correlations etes problematic over and
over again to record Mordvinian names by Cyrillttérs, for example to
represent the word-ending velar reduced phonemdaksha or to denote
the palatalized sibilants. Unfortunately, thesesdalor partly incorrect
etymologies occur again and again like a chainti@adn the works of
certain authors.

T he study of place names may help a lot in settlihg

Mordvinian toponymical researches are based on itlvestigation of
settlement names and researchers only rarelytaefaicrotoponyms in their
writings. So in our overview, we intend to give mioence to the
presentation of the research of settlement names.

1. First steps — old registers and maps

Just like in the case of the research of nameshar d-inno-Ugric peoples,
recordings of the first Mordvinian onomastical data presented by the first
travellers who, in their diaries, mentioned Mordam settlements. Former
legal documents and historical records includela onomastic material and
we may also find some names in resettlement pladnwillages and
allotments and also in the geodetic surveys ofhgéks. There are some
interesting data in the dialectic and folklore emf HEIKKI PAASONEN and
M. Y. YEVSEVYEV.

Estate registries of the czar, from the end of Xith century and the
beginning of the XXth century, include a lot of ttewhent names from
Mordoviya! Containing as many as half a thousand settlemamies, the

Y Mamepuaner ons 2eoepaguu u cmamucmuxu Poccuu: Boporexccroeo 2y6eprus. Cankr-Tle-
TepOypr 1862; Ilensenckas eybeprus 1-Il. Cankr-IlerepOypr 1867; Pazanckas 2ybeprusi.
Cankr-IlerepOypr 1860; Cumbupcrasn zybeprnus |-1l. Canxr-IlerepOypr 1868. —Ilepsas
6ceobwas nepenuco Hacenernus Poccutickoti umnepuu 1897 2o00a: XXV. Huocezopoockas
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1671 estate registry of the Alatir district was lshed in 1979 The
registry can serve as a valuable source even éordabearchers of personal
names since it contains a detailed descriptionhef population of the
villages, too, e.qg./[epesns Caiinuno na peuxe na Ilopomsze. A 6 mei
MOPOOBCKUX JHcunelx 08apos. 08. Pooatika Cumosanos; 0s. [pyocunka
Haposamos, y nezo cein Anamacka, os. Kobatixa Apxaes, y Heco nputimviiu
FOpmaiixa Ilomaes; /la nycmoix 08apos. 08. nycm Hauapxu IlImynzuna, oa
cuvir ego Cypooeiika, oba ympe.

A significant initiative is due to a Russian momMkKKOLAY BARSOV, who
prepared a handwritten map of the Middle Volgasagn 1891. The map,
which can presently be found in the archives ofilkatsten Kielten Tutki-
muskeskus, Helsinki, comprises as many as 685 ngmekiding 543
settlement names and 142 river names) and cordgast of the material of
names of the Nizhniy Novgorod, Ryazan, Tambov, BerRimbirsk,
Saratov, Voronezh and Vladimir oblasts, mainly frhrase areas populated
by Mordvinians. A considerable number of the setdat names indicated
on the map, that is 270 names, is of Mordviniaginﬂ

From the researchers of the end of the XIXth centwe have to mention
above all the name of I. I. uBAsov, a well-known local historian of
Tambov, who managed to identify the origins of maitkage names. As to
A. P. MELNIKOV,* he explained some geographical names on the bhsis
the Mordvinian vocabulary.

In the first half of the XX century, the greatest toponymical material was
published by A. A. GRAKLITOV in his two principal works which were
prepared relying upon the estate registries ofpeods between 1624—

2ybeprus. Cankr-IlerepOypr 1901; XXX. [lenszencrasn 2ybeprus. Cankr-ITerepoypr 1903;
XLIl. Tamboeckan eybeprus. Cankr-IlerepOypr 1904. —Cnucku nacenennvix mecm Poc-
cutickoti umnepuu no ceéedenuti 1859 200a. XXXVI. Capamosckas 2ybeprus. Cankr-Ile-
TepOypr 1862;Cnucku nacerennvix mecm Capamoesckoii 2ybepruu. CaparoB 1911;Cnucox
HacenenHvlx mecm Huowcecopoockoii eybepnuu. Hwxanii Hosropon 1911; Cnucox nace-
nennvix mecm [lensenckoii 2ybepruu. Ilensza 1869; Cnucox nacenennvix mecm Camapckoii
2yoepruu. Camapa 1900; Cnucox nacenennvix mecm Cumbupckoii 2ybepruu. CaMOUpCK
1863; Cnucox nacenennvix mecm Cumbupckoi eyoeprnuu. Cumobupck 1913. —Cnpasounas
kHuea no Ilenzencroil eybepnuu na 1894200. Cnucox nacenennvix mecm Ilensenckoii 2y-
bepruu. [lenza 1894, —Cooprurx cmamucmuueckux ceéedenuii no Capamogckoil 2ybepruu
I-V. Caparos 1883-1886.

2 [Tepenucuas kuuea mopdoscxux cenenuti Atamuoipckozo yesoa 1671200a. Capanck 1979.

® MaTuAK, LLIAHIOP Oxomacmuueckuii ananus mopoosckoii kapmei XIX eexa. In: CIFU-
7/3C (1990), pp. 81-86.

4 MENBHUKOB, A. I1. Omuoepagpuueckuii ouepk Hugcezopoocxoii 2y6epruu. Huxnuit Hosro-
pox 1896.
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1721 and 1677-1721In these works, the author does not provide ub ait
linguistic analysis of the place names; what heeutadtes is the publication
of the Russian and Mordvinian settlement names ussRn phonetic
transscription. GRAKLITOV made an important remark according to which
it was Mordvinian pagan names and names of largfates that served as a
basis for naming during the period of the establisht of the first
settlements.

2. The beginnings of scientific researches; the ¢iiste of Matveev
and Serebrennikov

As a first step in the onomastic researches of ladigocharacter, some
researchers attempted to explain some MordviniaMordoviyan place
names in their works that otherwise concerned Ruagsiponymy or general
onomastics. One of the first specifically Mordvimiavorks was written by
A. 1. Popov® It is due to PPOV that he was the very first researcher to
define the most frequent elements of the Mordvintemomastic system,
relying on a relatively rich toponymical materidtugo/kuz’ 'clearing’,
lejllaj river’, erkel/&ka, jarka lake’ stb.). It was also him to call attention
to the fact that pagan Mordvinian personal nameag ph important role in
the study of Mordvinian place names and he wasngimt delineating an
area where toponyms containing Mordvinian persoaates occur.

Examining the hydronyms and settlement names afsanéth a Mordvinian
population, we cannot miss to notice that certé@éments occur frequently,
which elements may not be derived from the knowgleges of the area
but which show a significant similarity with othBydronyms appearing at
the extremely large territory of Northern Russia avith settlement names
derived from these. Explaining the origin of thezmmes will raise the
question of the linguistic, ethnic and geographafliation of the people
from which these were adopted. The 1950s and 1%@®s prolonged
disputes on the origins of this Volga—Oka populatibhe opposing parties
were being organized around two excellent resesscheA. K. MATVEEV
and B. A. $REBRENNIKOV® — and both were arguing mainly with the

® I'EPAKJINITOB, A. A. Apsamacckas mopdea. Caparos 1930. 152 pp.drameipexas moposa.
Capanck 1936. 114 pp.

®IonoB, A.H. K eonpocy o mopdosckoii mononumuke. IN: Quuonoeuueckue O0Kk1adb HA
KOH@hepenyuu no eonpocam punno-yeopckoi gunonocuu 6 Jlenunepaoe ¢ 1947 2. Jlennn-
rpax 1948. Vol. 2, pp. 203-230.

" Erza and Moksha data are separated by a slasif; thetdata occur only from one dialect,
then these are indicated by the abbreviations MdEdM. In case the Erza and Moksha
forms are similar, the dialect is not indicateddnefthe word.

8 MATBEEB, A. K. Cy6cmpamuas mononumuxa pyccxozo Cegepa. In: B 196412, pp. 64-83;
CmpyxmypHo-mopgonozuveckue munvi Cesepropyccrkotl cyocmpamnoil monoHumuu. In:
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results of toponymy behind their back. Such Morgamiriver names were
exposed during the dispute lidezga, Léga, OZga; Ama, L&ma, Luhma,
Lasfma, Pirma; Visa; Aza; Sadim, Kuldim, Uedim etc. These names
contain such suffixe§da, -ga, -ma, -sa, -3a, -va, -za, -Za, -tmt occur
not only in the river names of the Volga—Oka babim, are also contained
by hydronyms of more distant areas (in the regioMascow, Ivanovo, Ja-
roslav, Kostroma, Vologda, Smolensk, Ryazan, Nigihdvgorod and also
in the Mari and Komi Republics). This type will forthe most ancient
stratum of the hydronyms of Northern and Middle asThere was no
satisfying result achieved in the dispute of the seholars. Serebrennikov
linked these names to the so-called Volga—Oka poioul, while MATVEEV
presumed the Finno-Ugric origin. This problem deiyawas not dealt only
by the Mordvinian onomasticians but other reseasclexamined it, too,
formerly V. A. NKONOV, and presently it is principally the Mari A. N.
KUKLIN, and the Finnish researchesNJIE SAARIKIVI, being an adherent of
the MATVEYEV school, or &RJA AHLQVIST who is investigating the Merya
substratun.

Mamepianer 2-i Pecnybnixanockoi napaou 3 numarns onomacmuxu. Kiis 1965, pp. 130—
141; Ecmo au opesnenepmckas mononumuxa 6 3asonouve? IN: COY 1 (1965), pp. 207-211;
Hexomopuwie 6onpocel nuHesucmuueckoeo avamuza cyocmpamuou mononumuu. IN: BA
1965/6, pp. 3—-15[o¢unno-yeopckasn sunomesza u Hexomopuvle 60MPOCHL MEMOOUKU MONO-
Humuueckux uccredosanui. In: COY 3 (1967), pp. 139-15Wpoucxoxncdenue ocrosHwix
naacmog cyocmpamuot monowumuu pycckozo Ceeepa. In: BS 1969/5, pp. 42-54Pycckasn
MONOHUMUS PUHHO-Y20PCKO2O NPOUCXOHCOCHUS HA MEPPUMOPUU ce8epd e6PONeIICKOT Yac-
mot CCCP. Mocksa 1970;Bzaumooeiicmgue 5361€06 1 Menoobl MONOHUMUYECKUX UCCeO0-
eanutl. In: BA 1972/3, pp. 76—-83Dmumonocuzayuu cybcmpammnolx monoHuMo8 u Mooeiu-
Pposarue KOMROHeHmMoe mononumuyeckux cucmem. In: B 1976/2, pp. 58—73CABMHIHA,
H. B.—MATBEEB, A. K.—TEev1il, O. A. Mamepuanwt 015 " Cnosapos ¢unno-yepo-camoouii-
cKkux 3aumemeosanuil 6 206opax Pyccrkozo Cesepa” (G—). In: Onomacmuxa u ouarexmuast
nexcurxa 3. ExarepunOypr 1999. —CEPEEPEHHUKOB, b. A. Boneo-Oxkckas mononumuka na
meppumopuu Esponeiickoil wacmu CCCP. In: BA 1955/6, pp. 19-31¢ szaumodeticmeuu
A361k06 (npobaema cyocmpama). In: BS 1955/1, pp. 7—250Q memodax uzyuenus mononu-
muueckux naseanuti. In: B 1959/6, pp. 36—-500 ezaumocessu a36iko6bix aeieHull u ux
ucmopuueckux usmenenuti. IN: B4 1964/3, pp. 19-31lcmopusi mopoosckozo napooa no
Odannoim azeika. IN: Dmuoeenez mopoosckozo napooa. Capanck 1965, pp. 237-2587 cuo-
POHUMUYECKUX (PopManmax -Hbra, -ora, -yra u -ior. In: COY 2 (1966), pp. 59—66G7ouemy
MPYOHO paspewums npodiemy NpOUCXONHCOCHUSL BEPXHUX CTI0e6 Ce8EPHOPYCCKOU UOPOHIU-
muu? In: BA 1970/1, pp. 44-59.

HukKoHOB, B. A. Hemopusa oceoenus Cpeonezo Iloeondcea no mamepuanam monoHUMUU.
In: Bonpocwr 2eozpagpuu 50 (1960), pp. 172—194 eussecmupie azviku Iloouss. In: BA
1960/5, pp. 89-95;nassnckuii mononumuveckuit mun. In: Bonpocw 2eocpagpuu 58 (1962),
pp. 17-33.KykimH, A. H. K eonpocy 06 smumonocuzayuu Boneo-Kamckozo euopoghop-
manma -ra. In: LU 31 (1995), pp. 86—9K sonpocy 06 smumonozusayuu 2u0poHuUMo8 Ha
-eHra/-enbra. In: LU 31 (1995), pp. 188-19%K sonpocy 06 smumonocuzayuu 2uoponex-
cemur -enbra.  In: LU 32 (1996), pp. 265-26F0nonumus Boneo-Kamckozo pecuona. Vic-
TOPUKO-3THMOJIOrHueckuid aHamu3. Momkap-Ona 1998, pp. 14-62. /ARIKIVI, JANNE
Kontaktilahtdinen kielenmuutos, substraatti ja stdmtinimisto. In: Virittdja 2000, pp.
393-415. ALQVIST, ARJA Habno0enust Hao (unHO-y2OpcKom cyocmpamom 6 monoHuMu

©
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I. D. VORONINwas active in the 1950s and 1960s, too. Besidelsdaks on

history, he also published studies in onomasticg,, dhe assigned the
hydronyms of the region into semantic categorieowgver, his

etymological explanations are often doubtful, e$aransk ~ Saraskurt
'gathering place of wood grouse$’).

Mordvinian toponymy was evidently renewed in thaies when L. L. RU-
BE, M. N. MOROZOVA, V. F. BARASHKOV, V. |. ZIMIN, AIME KAHRIK and
M. V. MosINbegan to publish.

3. The seventies — the lexicographical activity dhzhevatov

One of the most important onomasticians is |. KzHEVATOV who
etymologized the settlement names of the EastemhMastern part
(Ardatovo and Atyashevo districts) of the repuldind later the settlement
names of the whole republic in many of his papetsis popularization of
science is also significant; he published etymasgiof names in
Mordvinian daily and weekly journals (principally ithe Satko) for the
readers? His toponymical dictionary, published in 1979 (wed edition
1987)*can be considered the synthesis of his oeuvrelisdstone of the

Apocrasckozo kpas Ha mamepuane 2uoponumuwix Gopmanmos -(V)ga, -(V)nga, -(Viga, -
(V)nda, -(V)ksa, -(V)kSa. Lisensiaatintutkimus. sieki 1992.

0 Boponun, U. J1. K sonpocy o mopdosckoii mononumuxe (O Haseanusx pex Cypol u Huca-
put). In: 3anucku 13 (1951), pp. 226—2843vik 3emau. In: BoPOHUH, U. 1. Ouepru u cma-
mou. Capanck 1957, pp. 166-188Capanck. Hemopuxo-ookymenmanohvie ouepku. Ca-
panck 1961. 267 pp.Jononumura u apxuswt. In: l'eocpaguueckue nazeéanus. Mocksa 1962,
pp. 155-157/{ocmonpumeuamenvrocmu Mopoosuu. Capanck 1967. 384 pp.

" YmkEBATOB, M. K. O HPOUCXOXCOCHUU HEKOMOPbIX MOPOO0GCKUX mononumos. In: Tpyowt
36 (1969), pp. 1922010 npoucxoxcoenuu HeKOMOPLIX MOPOOECKUX MONOHUMOS.
In: Oullos. 1 (1969), pp. 129-13F0pood Apoamos. Hemopuxo-mononumuueckuii ouepk.
In: Tpyow: 40 (1971), pp. 261-27Zononumus Hybenckozo paiiona Mopoosckoi ACCP.
In: Oullos. 2 (1971), pp. 210-217Mopoosckue mononumel Amsueeckozo patioHa.
In: Oullos. 3 (1973), pp. 210-215Hexomopwie ceedenus no mononumuxe MACCP.
In: I'opooa u cena Mopoosuu. Capanck 1974, pp. 345-36(Fononumer u eudpOnumer jec-
Hozo kpas. K eonpocy npoucxoocoenis mopoosckux mononumog u cudponumos. IN: Tpyoot
45 (1974), pp. 259-276) nexomopuvix mopoosckux mononumax. In: Bonpocwl ¢punrno-
yeposedenus 6. Capanck 1975, pp. 74—-81Dmumonozus Mopoo6ckux monoHumos u 2uopo-
HUMO6 ¢ kKomnoHnenmom cap. In: Oullos. 4 (1976), pp. 192-195.

2 UrKEBATOB, U. K. Hms 0oma meoezo. Tononumuueckue paccxaswer (Capanck, Cmapoe
Apoamoeo, Ilypraeso, Xosanwuna, Kabaeso, Mopoosckoe Jlagbi0060, /lonzosepsicor, Cma-
poe Cunoposo, Iloxwa). In: Pacceem. Jlumepamypro-xyooxcecmeennoiti coopruk. Ca-
panck 1974, pp. 149-1597 ononumuuecrkue pacckazei. IN: Kpaii Mopoosckuii. Capanck
1975/1, pp. 220-23T;ononumuueckue pacckazwi. In: Kpaii Mopoosckuii. Capanck 1976/1,
pp. 241-247;Koco mune spamano? Tononumuueckou éemuemam. In: Camio. CapaHck
197812, pp. 68—72Cmonvkosa, JJybenxa: Tononumuueckoi éemuemam. In: Camxo. Ca-
panck 1979/4, pp. 74—75Mopoosusne owmne owr nemmue: I puboedosa, Kabaesa. In:
Csmrko. Capanck 1979/6, p. 75.

13 UmKEBATOB, W. K. Tononumuueckuii cnosaps Mopoosckoii ACCP. Hazéanus nacenenmoix
nynkmoe. Capanck 1979. 264 pp.
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most important sources of the investigation of Mamén settlement names
up to this day. The dictionary contains 1560 setfdst names in
alphabetical order. Each entry name is followed the non-official
(Mordvinian) name of the settlement if such exiét$e dictionary includes
the non-official name or names of as many as 3ft&s®nts. 57 of these
having two names and 6 ones having three namesye#iiter 447 non-
official names can be found in the dictionary. Thagister of non-official
names serve as a highly valuable source for treareses?) Following the
name or names, the entry contains information @alldistory (year and
circumstances of settlement founding, data occagriim yearbooks and
archives, size of the village, etc.), then the autprovides us with the
etymology of the name. Unfortunately, the greaiesdequacies of the
dictionary occur here since the etymologies magrofie accepted only with
certain severe reservations. It happens many tineg¢dNzHEVATOV will not
differentiate between folk etymology, unscholarlypbtheses and such
results that are grounded in the history of languddjs other criticizable
procedure can be observed when he explains planesaf anthroponymic
origin since he often supposes the name of a foleagler of the settlement
to be the source of naming.

The greatest value of the dictionary is that it banwell used as a source.
Data in several registers of settlement namese incidental, change
quickly, are often subordinated to political aimsdaare consequently
incapable of being investigated by onomasticiansyamy cases, providing
only the names of kolkhozes without the names efréfevant villages. So,
disregarding its inadequacies, the dictionary sfHEVATOV can be
considered to be an important source of onomassiearches.

RuposovA and KuzMINA published their dictionary containing two
thousand names in 19%5n which hydronyms are also included besides the
settlement names. Names follow each other in altie#d order and the
river names are followed by information about theifiliation to the
hydrological system of a bigger river.

4. The Tsygankinschool

4 On the problems of official and non-official nameselllnPMAHKHHA, P. C. Heoguyuans-
Hble umenoganus y mopoeel. In: Oullos. 4 (1976), pp. 51-55; MICSAK, SANDOR A
hivatalos és nem hivatalos mordvin telepulésnefiekr: MNyj. 33 (1995), pp. 145-152.

Beccp.  Aomunucmpamusro-meppumopuansnoe Oenenue 1987 200a. Mocksa 1987;
PCOCP. Aomunucmpamueno-meppumopuanvroe Oenenue Ha sineapsi 1986 2ooa. Mocksa
1986; Mopooeckas ACCP. Aomunucmpamueno-meppumopuaivroe Oenenue 1986 2o0a.
Capanck 1986.

18 pymiocoBa, A. A.—Ky3pMuHA, . T. Cnosapv  ceoepaguueckux nazeanuii.  Mopooeckoil
ACCP. Mocksa 1975.
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D. V. TSYGANKIN is an outstanding figure in Mordvinian onomastiele
published more than fifty etymologi€8semar, Bajébuje, Capamo, IKej,
Imerka, Ing@er, Insar, kelej, Kacelaj, Kajmar, Kaigusi, Kargdejka, Ke-
¢enbije, Keréino, Kilemari, Kinfaj, Kovi/aj, Kud7aj, Kuski, Kuvaj, Kuzen-
ka, Lepjevo,Leplejka, Mardj, Marsola, N@enali, NerZej, NoVej, NovoKej-
ka, Pangéej, PeR3j, Picalovka, Péemorga, PFepolonga, Rieuri, Picevka,
Picingusi, P¢panda, Pimbur, Ria, Pis/gj, Pirerka, Pluksovo, Sambur,
Suzgare, Sijali, Sajgusi, Suvari, Suvéej, Tarasbuje, Terizmorga,
Tumdejka, Tumola, 7elimerki, Urmar, Verakusi, Vodéj etc.) and he
seems to be the most prolific researcher of Mordwrtopoformants, too.
TSYGANKIN places base elements of settlement names intoatlegary of
topoformants; many of his studiésare discussing the geographical
determinants/ej/llaj 'river’, vdelvds ‘village’, MdJE bije, bijo, bujo
'(dwellings of a) kin, tribe’ kuzo/kuz 'clearing in a forest’erke/arka, jarka
‘lake’, mar 'mound, burial mound’morgo/morg ‘cleared woodland; new
settlement’,nal 'grove’, neflnér 'cape; promontory; estuaryhando/pand
'height; hill', pora ’'copse; grove’ MdE pulo 'grove’, relim ’winter
dwellings’, ur ’hill’, etc. His activity in the research of placeames
originating from personal names is also signifithras well as his
microtoponymical investigatiors.

As a synthesis of his former oeuvre, he publishediavsams zemn®® in
1993 in which he provides an examination of Morglemi onomastic
categories. Besides the overview of the onomastatusn of Mordvinian
origin, he analyzes names of Russian and Turkigjinpihe separately deals
with the emergence of the XVIIth century defencstem,saceunas uepma,
which played an important role in the establishmefitSaransk and
settlements around it; he also categorizes Mordvinian topoformants and

e LbIrAHKUH, [1. B. H3 nabawodenuii Had cmpykmypHoiMi 0cOOEHHOCMAMU MONOHUMOE HA
meppumopuu  Mopoosckoti ACCP. In: Tpyoe 36 (1969), pp. 174-191Mopoosckas
apxauueckas nexcuxa ¢ monowumuu Mopoosckoii ACCP. In: Onllos. 4 (1976), pp. 167—
171; Pyccko-mopoosckue medicwsazvikosble konmakmol (Ha sexcuueckom yposne). In: Tpyoet
61 (1981), pp. 3-187ononumuuecrkas cucmema mopdoeckux szvikos. IN: Jlexcuxonozus
cospemenHbix Mopoosckux szeikoe. Capanck 1983, pp. 161-1737excuro-cemanmuueckas
Xapakmepucmurka omoenvHulX niacmos mononumuveckou cucmemor MACCP. In: Onllos.
1986, pp. 4—200pzsne mapka nemens sanxe. In: Camro. Capanck 1993/1, pp. 65-66.

8 eranKyn, [, B. U3 nexcuxonozuseckux nabawodenui. \N: Bonpocel nexcuxonoeui ¢um-
Ho-yeopckux sizbikos. Capanck 1989, pp. 41-52;Hms uenosexa 6 ceoepaghuueckux
nazeanusx na xapme Mopooesckoii ACCP. In: Bonpocwi ¢unno-yeopckoii onomacmuxu.
Wxesck 1989, pp. 49-63.

Y [eranxun, . B. Mopdosckas muxpomononumus. CeManmuxo-1eKcuseckuti u cnogooo-
pazosamenvuviii ananuz. In: Oullos. 2 (1971), pp. 258-263 oxuopssans mukpomononu-
musice. Muxkpomononumusi moposul. In: Csaimxo. Capanck 1971/1, pp. 87-91.

D pirankus, JI. B. Hamsame semau. Capanck 1993. 160 pp.

%1 See alsdIpIrAHKHH, [, B.—UCIAMOBA, T. H. Tonouumer, céssannvie ¢ ucmopueti saceu-
noix wepm. In: Onllos. 1986, pp. 77-82.
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derivatives partaking in name formation and he algrviews place names
of anthroponymic origin and he presents the rivamnes of the area.

Professor $YGANKIN is planning to publish his onomastic oeuvre thahés

dictionary of the Mordvinian geographical naffeat the second half of
2002. Planned to contain as many as 300 pageshdbk will include

settlement names, river names and microtoponyndes#h together with
etymological explanations.

An adherent of D. V. $YGANKIN, N. V. KAZAEVA discusses the problems
of geographical determinants and topoformants imymaf her papers’
relying upon a rich microtoponimical material. Shgblished her university
course book in which she overviews place names originatingmfro
common names and proper names during the lexicessdescription of
Erza geographical names. Categories within thedogmoup are as follows:
a) the natural environment (e.degj 'river’, lisma 'spring’, e’ke 'lake’,
pando’hill); the characteristics of the geographicaljedt (e.g.,poks’big’,
viska 'small’, kuvaka’long’, nurkizze 'short’, kelej 'wide’, ke/me 'cold’,
lfembewarm’, rauzo’black’, ¢ovar’'sand’); the location of the geographical
object (e.g.vasolo’far’, malaso’close to’, alo 'lower’, ve‘e 'upper’); the
fauna (e.g.,numolo’hare’, ovto 'bear’, kargo 'crane’, araks 'cock’); the
flora (e.g.,kal’ 'willow’, piZol 'sorb’); a metaphoric denomination, etc.; b)
names formed as results of human activity and théenal and spiritual
culture of man, names referring to the type of slettlement (e.g.yele
village’, 08 'town’), names concerning holidays and religionaistoms
(e.g.,virava'forest goddess’), ethnic affiliation (e.dkazakzeme, moksd,
etc.

5. Mordvinian onomastics abroad

2 eranxun, J. B. Hamame semau. Cnosape 2eoepaguueckux naséanuii Pecny6nuxu Mop-
oogus. (Under publication.)

B KA3AEBA, H. B. Tononumoobpasosanue ¢ 6acceiinax pex Anamoips, Hucapa u Cyper. In:
LU 28 (1992), pp. 272-279Dpssanckue oikoHumMbl 6 60cmounoi uacmu Mopoosuu.
In: FUD 3 (1993), pp. 11-18Xo0oa meescmo gene nemmue. In: Camxo. Capanck 1993/9,
pp. 59-61;Tononumsr omoiikoHuMu¥ecKko2o u OMAHMPONOHUMULECKO20 NPOUCKXOHCOCHUS 8
Medcoypeuvax Anamuvipa, Hucapa u Cypuol. IN: Becmuux Mopooeckozo yHusepcumema 4.
Capanck 1994, pp. 42—45]excuxo-cemanmuueckuii acnekm sp3siHCKOL MONOHUMUU 6 bac-
cetinax pex Anameips, Hucapa u Cyper. In: LU 30 (1994), pp. 91-98pssanckue cydhux-
canvroie mononumsl. In: CIFU-8/5 (1996), pp. 238—-241)pssanckue annensmuevl 6 mono-
HUMuueckoil cucmeme ocmoyHol yacmu Mopoosuu. In: Jlexcuxa u epammamuxa ¢unno-
yeopckux szvikog. Capanck 1996, pp. 162—1697excuueckuii cnocob obpazoanus s3p3s-
cxux mononumos. In: CrnosoobpazosamenvHas apxumekmoHUKa 6 OIHCCKO-(PUHCKUX A3bl-
xax. Capanck 1999, pp. 130-1349pssanckue memaghopuueckue nazeanus. IN: @unno-ye-
pucmuxa Ha nopoze moicsivenemus. Capanck 2000, pp. 138-141.

2 KA3AEBA, H. B. Opsauckue 2eoepaduyeckue nazeanus (1eKCUKO-CEMAHMUYECKAS XaPAK-
mepucmuxa). Capanck 2001. 56 pp.
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The mother tongue of most of the Mordvinian onomo&sts is of course
Mordvinian and there are only a few researchersabwho publish in this
field of study. The Finnish ElkKI PAASONEN, the Estonian ME KAHRIK,
the Hungarian ANOS MELICH and GBOR ZAICZ each dealt with
Mordvinian onomastics in one of their pap&sSANDOR MATICSAK
examines the Russian adaptation of Mordvinian narties question of
Mordvinian topoformants, place names of anthropdayrarigin, the
relationship between official and non-official nesrend parallel nhaming in
several paperg and in 1995, he prepared a monography on thersyste
Mordvinian settlement namé5The book presents the etymological strata of
the settlement names of the republic (Volga—Okaltia Iranian,
Mordvinian, Turkish and Russian) and it also towchpon the structural
problems of names (simplex and compound, derived waithout a
derivative), and also the problems of the Russaptation of Mordvinian
names. Relying on the recent results of HunganhFannish name theory,
the author attempted at describing the system ofdMoian settlement
names and presenting the differences between thdviiian and Russian
onomastic systems.

6. Place names of non-Mordvinian origin of the Mordinian
Republic

The study of the place names of non-Mordvinianiorgf the Mordvinian
Republic has seemingly produced less results. Aghamore peoples and
groups of peoples have lived together at the Midddga region, having
left their traces in the toponymicon, there areydelv papers dealing with
these strata. The most ancient strata (Volga—OkéicBIranian) have left
their traces only in the river names of the aresjdes the names of Volga—

%5 paasoNEN, HEIkk Indogerman eredéte a Volga folyénak legrégibb ismeretes mordvin
neve?In: NyK 27 (1897), pp. 121-12FA4XPUK, AUME O6 3p3sHCKUX MUKDOMONOHUMAX.
In: COY 5 (1969), pp. 31-35; KLicH, JANOS Merja, Mordva.In: EPhK 57 (1933), pp.
171-174; Zicz, GABOR A4 mordvin helynevtipusokn: MNyTK 183 (1989), pp. 342—-346.

26 MATICSAK, SANDOR Onomacmuueckuii ananus mopdosckoii kapmer XIX sexa. In: CIFU-
7/3C (1990), pp. 81-865zemélynévi eredehelynevek a Mordvin Kéztarsasagbém.FUD
2 (1991), pp. 135142 rej/raj folyd’ utétagu telepiilésnevek a mordvinbam. FUD 3
(1993), pp. 67—76A hivatalos és nem hivatalos mordvin telepulésn@éleln: MNyj. 33
(1995), pp. 145-15Der die russische Adaptation der mordvinischen IBregsnamenin:
LU 31 (1995), pp. 251-2621 vele/vds 'falu’ utétagu telepiilésnevek a mordvinban.
In: CIFU-8/5 (1996), pp. 257-260A személy- és helynevek kapcsolata a mordvinfoldi
orosz névadasbarin: Kiss Lajos-Eml.(1997), pp. 238-2477he Relationship between
Proper Names and Toponyms in Russian Nomenclatutdordvinland. In: Slavica 29
(1999), pp. 29-3% mordvinféldi parhuzamos névadasridl. FUD 8 (2001), pp. 389—-395.

2" MATICSAK, SANDOR A Mordvin Koztarsasag telepiilésneveinek rendsizebrecen 1995.
205 pp.
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Oka origin mentioned abov€na, Karnaj, Lama, Op3a, Vop, Vop3a, Bpa
may be of Baltic originRudia, Sivii, Serdob&’ are presumably Iranian.

The two other groups being present at the arealuhi@sh and the Russian
ones, are in a bit different situation. Place nawfe$urkish origin of the
republic have already been discussed by severablasf’ but these
etymologies are not always reliable, due to theadequacies in historical
phonology.

It is really intriguing that Mordvinian researchehsive not paid much
attention to the place names of Russian origin leé tepublic and
etymological investigations are missing here, algfothese are inevitable
in the description of Mordvinian—Russian onomagtatationships and
characteristics. Many studies and collections opepst deal with the
relationship of Mordvinian and Russian, but onlyvfeesearchers would
explore the regularities and the consequenceseointerrelation of the two

2 opaEEB, ®. . Banmuiickas eudporumus Boneo-Okckozo mexcoypeuss. In: Konpepenyus
no mononumuxe Cesepo-3anaonoii 3onot CCCP. Pura 1966, pp. 103-1065anmutickue u
upanckue 3aumMcmeosanus 6 maputickom sazeike. IN: Ilpoucxoocoenue mapuiickozo Hapooa.
Homkap-Ona 1967, pp. 180-203Q npoucxoscoenuu euoponumuu Borea. In: Onllos. 1
(1969), pp. 122-129opycckasn cybcmpamuas mononumus Llenmpanvroi Poccuu u ee
mapuiickue napanreau. In: Uralo-Indogermanical. Moskva 1990, pp. 60—6210PO30BA,
M. H. luoponumus Tambosckoii obnacmu. \n: [lumanus onomacmurxu. Kues 1965, pp.
198-204.CE0B, B. B. U3 cudponumuu Boneo-Oxckozo medxncoypeuss. In: Humanus ono-
macmuxu. Kues 1965, pp. 284—-290C0110P0B, B. H. harmuiickuii snemenm 6 euoponumuu
IHoouss. In: banmo-crasanckue ucciedosanus. Mocksa 1988, pp. 154—-177) xapaxmepe
OpesHetiuux 6aImo-QUHHOY2OPCKUX KOHMAKMo8 no mamepuaiam cuoponumuu. In: Uralo-
Indogermanical. Moskva 1990, pp. 101-100, 6armuiickux s1emeHmax 6 2uopOoHUMUL
LI'opvroeckoii obnacmu. In. Kougepenyus no mononumuxe Cegepo-3anaonoii 3oner CCCP.
Pura 1966, pp. 106—108BAHATAC, A. I1. Obpazosanue, npoucxodcoeHue u cemaHmura
aumogckux euopornumos. Buneanyc 1983.

2 PapunioB, T. M. Hpanckue smumons: 6 ypano-nogovxicckoii onomacmuxu. In: Uralo-
Indogermanica2. Moskva 1990, pp. 60-630p/EEB, ®. V. Banmuiickue u upanckue
saumcmeosanus 6 mapuiickom sazvixe. IN: Ipoucxoacdenue mapuiickozo Hapoda. Votkap-
Ona 1967, pp. 180-203.

30 BAPAIIKOB, B. ®. Monzonusmor 6 mononumuu Cpeonezo Hosonscos. In: Oullos. 3 (1973),
pp. 250-254 J1oHU3E, I'. Y. I'uoponumuueckue mepmunor ¢ moprckux szoikax. In: OHo-
Mactrka. Mocksa 1969, pp. 164—-17IDEAOTOB, M. P.3amemxu o ¢gunno-yeopckux sne-
MeHmax 6 Hexomopulx 2eoepaguueckux Hazéanuax Hyeawuu. In: COY 6 (1970), pp. 127—
135. XAMKOB, A. X. Mopoosckue u 6oreapo-mamapckue 63aumoOmMHOUEHUSI O OAHHbLM
apxeonoeuu. IN: Omuozenes mopoosckozo napooa. Capanck 1965, pp. 152—-16 KAPATHH,
©. A. Tononumuuecxue napanrenu Mopoosckoi u Hysawckoi ACCP. In: Kpaesedenue
Mopoosuu. Capanck 1973, pp. 247-25IKVBIIVHOBA, A. Tiopkckue siemenmol ¢ mono-
numuu Mopooeckoii ACCP. In: UTU vabariikliku konverentsi materjal®/. Tartu 1977, pp.
122-130MyVYP3AEB, D. M. U3zyuenue mononumuu Llenmpa u ee miopkckozo eopuzonma. In:
Bonpocwt 2eoepagpuu 94 (1974), pp. 5-1HUKOHOB, B. A. Heuysauickue snemenmor ¢ mo-
nonumuu YACCP. In: Juanexmer u mononumus Ilosonaces 1. Yebokcapsr 1972, pp. 3-8.
CA®APTAJIMEB, M. I'. Mopooecko-mamapckue omuowenus. IN: Omuozenes mopoosckozo
napooa. Capanck 1965, pp. 223-226.
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onomastic stratd, since Mordoviyan authors rather tend to stressaicer
partial problems, for example folk etymology, graatiwal gender,
grammatical gender shift. The morphological, gramticah and semantic
adaptation of Mordvinian names as well as the sunfename variants
include many important problems of the name systwnhe investigation
of the systemic constraint and the consequencegnating from the
differences between the Mordvinian and the Russiemastic system may
be a predominant research direction of the future.

7. Investigation of Mordvinian names outside the rnpublic

The investigation of names to be found outside réqaublic, at an area
populated by Russians (where the ratio of the Mordma population used to
be more significant), seems a specific subfieldvoirdvinian onomastics.
The names of Mordvinian origin of the Nizhniy Novgd oblast were
closely examined by L. L. AUBE® The southern part of the area was
formerly — before the Russian settlement — regam@edhe centre of the

3l lbiraHKuH, JI. B. Pyccro-mopdosckue mexncvazvikogeie Konmakmel (Ha JeKCUUECKOM
yposne). In: Tpyow 61 (1981), pp. 3—18PENOPOBA, M. B. Crassne, mopdsa u anmei. Bo-
poHex 1976. 86 ppHUKOHOB, B. A. Ilracmul pycckoii mononumuu I opvkoeckoii obracmu.
In: Onllos. 2 (1971), pp. 168-173.

%2 BuymkniA, M. I1. OcHosHbie nuHzeUCMUYECKie 3AKOHOMEPHOCMU A0anmMayull MopOo6-
ck020-3p3s Azvika Ha meppumopuu bawkupckoi ACCP k kynomype mecmnozo pycckozo
Hacenenus. IN. Pazsumue memooos mononumuueckux ucciedosanuii. Mocksa 1970, pp.
205-210; MTicsAk, SANDoR Uber die russische Adaptation der mordwinischen |Siegb-
namen.In: Linguistica Uralica31 (1995), pp. 251-262 mordvinfoldi parhuzamos név-
adasrol.In: FUD 8 (2001), pp. 389—-393IUKOHOB, B. A. Pycckas adanmayust unosizvlu-
Holx auynblx umen. IN. Onomacmuxa. Mocka 1969; YXMBUIMHA, E. B. Bapuanmer naszea-
Hutl Hacenennvlx nynkmos I opvroeckoil obnacmu. In: Oullos. 2 (1971), pp. 217-2207a-
paliieibHble Ha36aHus Hacerennvlx nynkmos I opvkosckoii obnacmu. In: Onllos. 3 (1973),
pp. 287-294;00unaxosvie mononumer (MOBMOPAIOWUECS HAZEGAHUS HACCICHHBIX MECH1)
Topwrosckoti obnacmu. In: Onllos. 4 (1976), pp. 229-232.

33 TpyEE, JI. JI. Kax 6osnuxnu ceocpaguueckue naséanus Iopexosckoii o6nacmu. TopbKuii
1962. 192 pp.Mopoosckue mononexcemor 6 I opbrosckoii obnacmu. IN: Bonpocer ¢punno-
yveopckoeo sizvikoznanus 4. Vhxesck 1967, pp. 243-244) 6viiom paccenenuu Mopossl Ha
meppumopuu I opbroeckotl obaacmu no oanneim mononumuu. In: Tpyow 34 (1968), pp.
243-246; Mopoosckas mononumus MACCP u ['operxosckoii obnacmu. In: Tpyovr 36
(1969), pp. 202—204 epenecennvie mononumul I'opproeckoii obracmu u Gopmuposanue
ee nacenenus. IN: Oullos. 2 (1971), pp. 187-189uunvie mopoosckue umena ¢ mo-
nonumuu I'opvkockoil obaacmu u HeKomopvie 60NpoChbl HOPMUPOSAHUA ee HACeNeHUs.
In: Oullos. 3 (1973), pp. 259—-263)mpasicerue wepm npupoowr ¢ mononumuu I opvkosc-
koti o6nacmu. In: Bonpleoep. 94 (1974), pp. 139-14®muonumer 6 mononumuu I opbkos-
ckoil oonacmu. Tononumust LeHTpaibHoi Poceun. In: Bonpleoep. 94 (1974);I udoponumer
u mononumul I 'opvroeckoii obracmu ¢ hopmarnmonm -neit. IN: Bonpocwr unno-yeposedenus
6. Capanck 1975, pp. 211-2149)mpadicenue x0351icmeeHHOU OesiMeabHOCMU 8 MONOHUMUY
Toperosckoti oonacmu. In: Oullos. 4 (1976), pp. 269-2710 wnazeanusx eonviccKux
2opooos. In: Jluanexkmor u mononumus Ilosonxcess 6. Yebokcapsr 1978, pp. 66-71;
TpyEE, JI. J.—XOPEB, b. C. K mononumuu nacenennvix nynxmoe I opbrosckoil obracmu.
In: Humanns onomacmuxu. Kiis 1965, pp. 215-220.
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area populated by Mordvinians. So its onomasticenslt shows a great
similarity with that of the present Mordvinian Rdylia (besides the circa
fifty settlement or river names witfej//4j river’ posterior constituents,
other Mordvinian determinants can be found, tobat's why this field
should not be dismissed in the Mordvinian onomassearches.

Studies dealing with the Mordvinian place namesotbier administrative
units of the Middle Volga area — Chuvashigaccording to the slightly
reliable census data, Mordvinians represent 1.7%heftotal population),
the Pensa oblast(6.7%), the Simbirsk oblabt(5.7%), the Tambov oblaét
(1%), the Saratov oblast (1%) and the Ryazan ol§(a8%0) — and, less
frequently, the more distant oblasts’s (Bashkoawsthe Komi and Mari
Republics}® usually investigate only one type of name or, iastnof the
cases, they confine themselves to publishing a naralel.

8. Topics rarely dealt with — hydronyms and microtgonyms

34 DENOTOB, M. P. 3amemku o urHO-y20pCKux dneMeHmax 6 HeKomopbixX 2e02paAPuUecKix
nazeanusx Yyeawuu. In: COY 6 (1970), pp. 127-13KaprarvH, ®. A. Tononumuueckue
napanienu Mopooeckoii u Yyeaurckoit ACCP. In: Kpaeseoenue Mopoosuu. Capanck 1973,
pp. 247-251;KopHWIOB, I'. E. O 6yreapcro-uyeauicko-mopoosckom 3aumooeticmeuu 6
cobcmeennorx umenax. In: Ounllos. 3 (1973), pp. 96—999 cnoprom u beccnoprom 6 eon-
poce 0 UYBAULCKOM OCBOCHUU CIMAapOMOpOosckux mononumos. In: COY 24 (1988), pp. 195—
202; Oceoenue cmapomopOo8cKux monoHuMos 8 yyeaulckom sasvike. IN: Bonpocer rexcuko-
noeuu gunno-yeopekux szeikos. Capanck 1989, pp. 117-12&IukoHOB, B. A. Heuysaw-
cxue anemenmol 6 mononumuu YACCP. In: JJuarexmor u mononumust Ilosonxnces 1. Yebokca-
po1 1972, pp. 3-8.

35 boHnAnEToB, B. I.—B0oJKOB, B. IL.—AUrn4yeHko, T.I'. Mopoosckoe nacenenue na mep-
pumopuu llensenckoit ooracmu. In: Bonpocer cosemckoeo ¢hunno-yeposedenus. CapaHck
1972, pp. 108-110[IAHWIMHA, E. ®. U3 nabawodenuii nao cudponumueii Ilensenckoii
obaacmu. In: Bonpleoep. 94 (1974), pp. 112-1160PHWIOB, I'. E.—MUIXAMIOBA, T. E.
Keasucypguxc -3a 6 psaoy oiikonumos llensenckoii oonacmu. I\N. JJuanexmol u monoHumus
Tosonxncoa 1. Yebokcaper 1972, pp. 47-523umuH, 1. B.—EPEMUH, I'. B. Pexu Ilenzen-
croti obnacmu. Caparos 1989. 168 pp.

36 BAPAILIKOB, B. @. Hepycckas mononumuxa Ynvaunosckoui odoracmu. IN. Pycckuil A3vik 6
wrone u gyze. YnbsHoBck 1963, pp. 159-178/cmopus 6 nassanusx pex. In: O npoucxoorc-
Oenuu peynvix Hazéanuil YnesHoecko-Kyubviuesckozo Iogoncos. Kyitosimes 1990;7ono-
Humus Ynvanoseckou oonacmu. Y nesiHoBck 1974, 119 pp.

3" Mor0o30BA, M. H. Mopdosckue snemenmor 6 mononomuu Tamboeckoti obracmu. In:
Oullos. 2 (1971), pp. 207-21Quoponumust Tambosckoi obracmu. \N: [umanus ono-
macmuxu. Kitg 1965, pp. 198-208umuH, b. U. Mopdosckue u mamapckue naseéanus Ha-
cenennolx  nynkmog Tamboeckoii obaacmu. In: Bonpocvl kpaesedenus 6 wikorax u
nedaeozuueckux uncmumymax. Tam6os 1962, pp. 181-1847nos3b1unbie mononumor Tam-
6oeckou obnacmu. IN: Bonpocer 8y306ck020 1 wikoneHo2o kpaesedenus:. Tambo 1969.

38 BUVILIKUHA, M. P. Ochognble nunesucmuyeckue 3AKOHOMepHOCMU a0anmayuil. Mopooe-
ck020-3p3s Azvika Ha meppumopuu bawkupckoi ACCP k kynomype mecmnozo pycckozo
nacenenus. IN. Pazgumue memooos mononumuyeckux uccieooganuii. Mocksa 1970, pp.
205-210;®EA0POBA, M. B. Heckonoko mopoosckux mononumos 6 Jluneyxoii obracmu. In:
Mamepuaner no pyccko-caassnckomy szvikozHanuio. Boponex 1978, pp. 115-122.
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Compared to the study of settlement names, thamgs®f hydronyms is in

a relatively bad situation, although, as we haveaaly mentioned, the origin
of the most ancient, pre-Mordvinian and Northernstan place names
cannot be satisfyingly explained without them. Ap#iom the great
undertaking of MX VASMER, the monographies of CRUBOYAROV and
SMOLITSKAYA, and studies of the latt&tthere were only few researchers to
examine this problem in their writind$.D. V. TSYGANKIN, in his above
mentionedllavame 3emau, explains the origin of the names of more than
fifty rivers. N. V. KAZAEVA, in her recent work, categorizes a number of
hydronyms when grouping Erza place nafles.

A special mention has to be made about the bodinafi and YEREMIN.*

The first part of this work is a very useful datdlection in which more than
2500 subsidiary streams of the great rivers (SMi@ksha and Hopyor) of
the Pensa oblast are included, together with skveydronyms of

Mordvinian origin. In the data collection, riverseaarranged not in an
alphabetical order, but in a geographical one, @deg to the stream
direction of the main rivers; but the alphabetiodex at the end of the book
would easen the usage of the dictionary a lot. §deond part of the book,
namely the chapter on etymology, still has to baitdeith heavy criticism.

Authors do not pay any attention even to the mssemtial etymological
principles in their work; they cut words arbitrgriand name constituents
will be explained from incidentally chosen langusgelisregarding the

%9 VAsMER, Max Worterbuch der russischen Gewdassernamah Berlin-Wiesbaden 1961
1969; [lonysosPOB, M. Mokwa, Cypa u opyeue. Mamepuanvl k ucmopuxo-monoHumuye-
cxomy cnoeapio Ilensenckoii oonacmu. Mocksa 1992. 198 ppCMonuLkAd, I'. I1. T'uopo-
Humust baccetina Oxku. Cnucox pex u o3ep. Mocksa 1976. 463 pp.Q kamanoze 2udponumos
bacceiina Oxu. In: Oullos. 2 (1971), pp. 244-24Tyb6cmpamunas 2udpoHumust 6acceiina p.
Oku. In: Onllos. 3 (1973), pp. 243—-249Kapmocpaguposanue 2uoponumuu Iloouss.
In: Bonpleoep. 94 (1974), pp. 59-69.

40 BAPALIIKOB, B. ®. Hemopusa 6 naseanusix pex. In: O npoucxodxcoenuu peuHviX HA36aHULL
Vavsinoscko-Kyiibviuesckoeo Iogomncosn. Kyiopimer 1990; JIAHUIMHA, E. ©. U3
HaonoeHull Hao 2udponumuet [ensenckoi ooaracmu. In: Bonpleozp. 94 (1974), pp. 112—
116; PaAsONEN, HEikkl Indogermén eredéte a Volga folyonak legrégibb ismeretes
mordvin neve?In: NyK 27 (1897), pp. 121-1231anuH, H.U. O odpesrnemopoosckux
2PaHUYAax no HeKOMopsIM OaHHbIM uoporumuu. IN: Bonpocel spammamuru u jekcukonozus
pycckozo azeika. Ps3ans 1972, pp. 185-20XCEN0B, B. B. M3 cudponumuu Borzo-Okckozo
medxcoypeuvs. IN: Humanns onomacmuxu. Kiis 1965, pp. 284—290CVBAEBA, P. X. O
Haseanusax pex u o3zep Cpeownezo Ilosondxcva. IN: Hzeecmua Kasauckozo ¢punuana AH
CCCP. Cexuust 3HepreTukd W BogHoro xossiicrea 3. Kazamp 1961; ToropoB, B. H.
banmuiickuii snemenm 6 eudponumuu Iloouvs. IN: baimo-ciaeanckue ucciedo8anus.
Mocksa 1988, pp. 154-177.

A prankys, . B. Hamame semnu. Capanck 1993, pp. 115-131IKA3AEBA, H. B. Opsan-
cKue 2eocpaguueckue Hazeanus (nexcuxo-cemanmuuecxkas xapakmepucmuxa). CapaHck
2001. pp. 11-46.

42 3ymun, 11. B.—EPEMUH, T, B. Pexu Iensenckoii obnacmu. Caparos 1989. 168 pp.
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migration processes of the region; and what's mdhey will draw
conclusions from these feverish etymologies abbetdettiement process).
So would occur the following etymologieérzipaiera < Md. arZi, erza
tribe name, Selkpo 'tree’, Nenetsiera 'willow’ (61), Cigodaj< Lp. cigor
'pasture for deers’, Southern Sadaga'river’, Evenki daj 'big, settlement’
(92), Kamendza< Hung. kemény'hard’, Southern SamdZza 'river’ (68),
Karmalatka< Fi. karmea,Est. karm 'raw’, Fi. laki 'top, height’, Hung.lak
'residence’ (70), etc. According to the etymologiéshe book, Hungarians,
Samoyeds, Lapps, Evenkis, Finns and Nenets peapie ev-existing at the
Pensa oblast in the ancient times. Unfortunatdhis honsense would
influence the reader a lot, and this suspicion matybe overcome even by
the many good etymologies.

We mentioned in the introductory part that the pelelent examination of
microtoponyms was overshadowed by that of the ese&tht names,
although university students keep on getting a meherial when collecting
dialect data and they regularly make use of ithigirttheses. Presumably a
great change will be reached in this field by thetiohary of D. V.
TSYGANKIN with its several thousands of microtoponymical dafad also
by the above mentioned course book of N. \AzKEvA, in which the
author, relying upon a rich microtoponymical madkris to categorize the
Mordvinian geographical names. From the surprigiriglv publications of
the recent decades, we have to mention V. bkikN’s monography on the
street names of SarariSk.

9. Journals

For the publication of the onomastic results of todga region, a series was
founded under the titl@nomacmuxa IMosonxces in 1969 The series,
publishing toponymical and anthroponymical studiescerning languages
of the Volga region, is principally a volume of tbromastic conferences of
the Volga region (1: Ulyanovsk 1967, 2: Gorkiy 1968 Ufa 1971, 4:
Saransk 1973, 5: Pensa 1974, 6: Volgograd 1989)damihg its thirty years
of existence, it has become the most important igatibn forum of
Mordvinian onomastics.

The other journal to publish regularly studies oortWinian onomastics is
the series of Mordvinian Scientific and Researdtitate (7pyoer Mopoos-

B Ky, B. H. Bubnuozpagus capancrux yauy. Capanck. 320 pp.

4 The first four issues of the journal were numbe@govacmuxa Hosonxcos 1: Y absoBek
1969; 2:Topekuit 1971; 3:Vpa 1973; 4: Capanck 1976), but later the volumes are
published without numbering@omacmuxa Iosonxcos. Mescgyszosckuii cOOpHUK HAYUHBLX
mpyoos. Capanck 1986.Onomacmuxa Ilosonxicesn. Mamepuanst wecmoii kongepenyuu no
onomacmuxe Ilosonscesn. Yacts |. Mocksa 1991;4acts Il. Mocksa 1992).
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cxoeo Hayuno-Hccneoosamenvnoco Hucmumyma Aswvixa, Jlumepamypul,
Hemopuu u Dxonomuxu). Besides these forums, the SaraBskpocer gun-
no-yeposeoenus and the TallinrLinguistica Uralica(to 1991 under the title
Cosemckoe unno-yeposedenue) gives utmost attention to Mordvinian
onomastic researches. Formerly — primarily duritg ttourse of the
disputes about the origins of the Volga—Oka pojputat— two Moscow
journals, namelyBonpocer szvikosnanus and Bonpocwl eeoepagpuu also
served as a publication forum for the experts ofdiimian onomastics.

Mordvinian (and also Volga) onomastic bibliograghigere regularly published
in Onomd” but there were some other bibliographical pubiicet, too?°

10. Future tasks

According to the former, tasks of Mordvinian onotizs can be
summarized as follows:

a) Launching an organized gathering seems to bdirgteand the most
important step. A data collection based on unifgrimciples should be
done on the territory of the whole republic, foliogy Hungarian and Finnish
data collection, the result of which could be thehavation of a

microtoponymical material of several hundred thoglsaames. This should
be the most seasonable as the names of streeks, lfi@lds used by
Mordvinian people would be forgotten sooner orrlatee to russianization
processes. So the responsibility of onomasticiansvbfold, on the one
hand, it is saving a linguistic material and on thteer, it is scientific

research.

b) The collected microtoponymical material shouddgublished as soon as
possible under uniform editorial principles, eithier alphabetical or in
geographical (e.g., according to districts) ordér.special problem may
arise from the distribution of Mordvinian and noreMvinian names,

4 Onoma1l8 (1974), p. 2720noma19 (1975), p. 3430noma20 (1976), pp. 562-563
(NorviK, M.—PaLL, V.); Onoma23 (1979), pp. 734—73%)noma25 (1981), pp. 346-347
(GORIACEVA, T.); Onoma27 (1983-1984), p. 31)noma28 (1985-1986), p. 400 @RHI,

E. M.—KORHONEN R.); Onoma29 (1987-1989), pp. 437—439dRBACEVA, T.); Onoma30
(1990-1991), pp. 373-3740noma 31 (1992-1993), pp. 341-342 ARHI, E. M.—
KORHONEN, R.—GORIACEVA, T.).

46 SCHLACHTER, WOLFGANG—GANSCHOW, GERHARD Bibliographie der uralischen
Sprachwissenschaft 1830-1970-3. Minchen 1974-1986. Vol. 2, pp. 949-953;
HpirAnkuH, . B.—AJENIKUHA, P. A. bubnruospagpus no onomacmuxe. IN: Bonpoce:
Mopghonoeuu IP3AHCKUX U MoKuwanckux Ouanexmos. Capanck 1977, pp. 87-98;bu6-
nuoepagus no onomacmurxe . IN: Quuno-yepucmuxa 2. Capanck 1979, pp. 161-171;
MATICSAK, SANDOR—KAZAEVA, NINA Selected Bibliography of the Onomastics of the
Uralian Languages. Mordvinic: Erza and Moksha: Onomastica Uralicalb. Debrecen—
Helsinki 2001, pp. 257-267.
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namely whether it is necessary to include Russrah Burkish names and
the status of official and non-official names isudtiul, too.)

c) The etymological dictionary of Mordvinian settient names, containing
the official and non-official Mordvinian settlememames and hydronyms of
the republic and the outside areas populated bydWios, has to be edited
and precise and reliable etymologies should beigeavin it. (We hope that
D. V. TSYGANKIN’s dictionary, which is to be published soon, wosigply
this defect.) Editorial activity should be evidentpreceded by the
etymological purification of geographical names ethcould be furthered
by the application of general name theory to sp=ly Mordvinian
circumstances.

d) Other languages of the area also deserve gtestian; etymological

guestions of Tatar and Chuvash place names habe &xplained on the
model of the Mordvinian ones — with the cooperatfrihe experts of the
languages in question — and further problems eménga the Russian
adaptation of Mordvinian names. (The latter istladl more important since
it could serve as a model for the uniform desaiptof the russianization
processes of the Finno-Ugric name strata of Rysbiee examination of the
determinative languages of the Middle Volga regi@hould be

complemented by a new viewpoint which would celjarefine and enrich

our concept on bilingualism and multilingualismvesd| as that of on the life
and the usage of names and also the questionsadtiistory.

e) This should be followed by the greatest tastlipihamely the description
of the Mordvinian onomastical system which is inmgbke without a

computerized background and the participation ofeifm (mainly

Hungarian and Finnish) onomasticians. The creatbrthe Mordvinian

names archives, description of the onomastic systeew works on
Mordvinian name theory, the clarification of thenoection between the
Mordvinian, the Russian and the Turkish onomastgemals would make it
possible to compare this material with the Hungariand Finnish
onomastical systems which could lay the foundatdna later uniform

Finno-Ugric onomastic system.



